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"Behemoth   draw  back?"   exclaimed Captain Hood.
" Who dares to say Behemoth will draw back ?"
" I do/' returned Gourou Singh.
" And what sum will your highness wager ?" asked the
engineer, folding his arms.
" Four thousand rupees," replied the prince," if you have
got four thousand rupees to lose."
This would amount to nearly 4007. The stake was
considerable, and I could see that Banks, confident as he
was, did not much care to risk such a sum;
As for Captain Hood, he would have betted double that,
if his modest pay would have allowed such a proceeding.
" You refuse ?" at last said his highness, to whom 4000
rupees merely represented the price of a passing fancy,
"you are afraid to risk it?"
" Done,3' exclaimed Colonel Munro, who had just ap-
proached, and now uttered this single word which was of
much consequence to us.
"Will Colonel Munro wager 4000 rupees?" Inquired
Prince Gourou Singh.
" Or even ten thousand," answered Sir Edward, " if that
would suit your highness better."
" Be it so!" replied Gourou Singh.
This was becoming interesting.   The engineer grasped
the colonel's hand, as if to thank him for saving him from
the affront offered by the haughty rajah ; but his brows